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Short Biography 
Thomas Frank says that he writes about “cultural politics” - and things that “baffle and annoy people.”  
Hence, perhaps, the name of the journal he founded and edited - The Baffler. (See the sampling of 
articles on page 2.) 
 
Frank was born (1965) in Kansas City, Missouri and grew up in the local suburb of Mission Hills, 
Kansas.  Or, as he puts it, he “pulled himself up by his bootstraps, learned to read, write, and cipher.”  
He graduated from Shawnee Mission East High School. He later attended the University of Kansas. He 
also attended the University of Virginia and the University of Chicago, where he received a Ph.D. in 
history in 1994. He currently lives in Washington, DC. 
 
He has written several books, most recently What’s the Matter with Kansas?.  In addition, he has 
written for many publications, including Harper’s Magazine, Artforum International, Financial 
Times, New York Times, and Los Angeles Times. An annotated bibliography of selected writings 
follows the listing of book reviews. 
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A Sampling of Articles from The Baffler 
 
Thomas, Frank. "Shrill and Shriller." The Baffler.16 (2003): 3-10. 
 
---. "Down and Out in the Red Zone." The Baffler.15 (2002): 3-11.  
     On the 2002 Super Bowl.  
 
---. "The God that Sucked." The Baffler.14 (2001): 3-8.  
     Free market capitalism.  
 
---. "Legionnaire's Disease." The Baffler.13 (1999): 3-8.  
     The American Legion and right wing politics.  
 
---. "New Consensus for Old." The Baffler.12 (1999): 3-12.  
     Herbert Gans and cultural studies movement.  
 
---. "Pistols for Two: Jay Rosen Vs. Thomas Frank." The Baffler.12 (1999): 116-9.  
     With Jay Rosen, an exchange on public journalism, media industry, and democracy.  
 
---. "Triangulation Nation." The Baffler.11 (1998): 3.  
     Middle class culture and the media.  
 
---. "When Class Disappears." The Baffler.9 (1997): 3-12.  
     Ideology, media, and US labor.  
 
---. "Babbitt Rex: Boob and Boho in the Businessman's Republic." The Baffler.10 (1997): 3-16.  
 
---. "The Cultural Miracle." The Baffler.8 (1996): 3-11.  
     America's rightward drift, fueled by the market, as revealed in popular culture 
 

 
 

Selected Reviews of Thomas Frank’s Books 
 

What’s the Matter with Kansas?: How Conservatives Won the Heart of 
America (2004) 

Published in Great Britain as 
What’s the Matter with America?: The Resistible Rise of the American Right 

(2004) 

 
Rev. of What's The Matter With Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Kirkus Reviews 72.8 (2004): 375. 
 
"Book Briefs." Rev. of What's The Matter With Kansas?, by Thomas Frank, and other books. Book 

Publishing Report 29.44 (2004): 5. 
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"Gop Kills an Unborn Bill." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. (Reference to 

book in context of article.). New Republic 232.13 (2005): 8. 
 
"Lessons from America." Rev. of What's the Matter with America?, by Thomas Frank. New Statesman 

133.4703 (2004): 4-5. 
 
"Recent Books of Note: Here Are a Few We Found Compelling." Rev. of What's the Matter With 

Kansas?, by Thomas Frank, and other books. Sojourners 33.12 (2004): 27(1). 
 
Asen, Peter Ian. "Resentment at the Roots." Rev. of What's the Matter With Kansas?, by Frank 

Thomas, and Homeland, by Dale Maharidge. The Progressive 68.11 (2004): 44(5). 
 
Avery, Lawrence. Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank International Affairs 81.4 

(2005): 891-92. 
 
Bartels, Larry M. "What's the Matter with What's the Matter with Kansas?" Rev. of What's the Matter 

with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Quarterly Journal of Political Science 1.2 (2006): 201. 
 
Basham, Patrick. Rev. of What's the Matter With Kansas?, by Thomas Frank, and two other books. 

CATO Journal 25.1 (2005): 167. 
 
Bjerga, Alan. "In Plains Sight." Rev. of What's the Matter With Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. 

Washington Monthly 36.6 (2004): 56. 
 
Brownstein, Ronald. "Vexations of the Heartland." Rev. of What's the Matter With Kansas?, by 

Thomas Frank. The American Prospect 15.10 (2004): 39-42. 
 
Cashill, Jack. "What's Not the Matter with Kansas." Rev. of What's the Matter With Kansas?, by 

Thomas Frank. Ingram's 30.6 (2004): 15. 
 
Chafetz, Josh. "Heartland Security." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. The 

New York Times Book Review June 13 2004: 17. 
 
Cooper, Mark. Rev. of What's The Matter With Kansas?, by Thomas Frank, and two other books. The 

Atlantic Monthly 295.3 (2005): 99(7). 
 
De Vries, Raymond. "Fear Factor." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. The 

Christian Century 122.5 (2005): 42-43. 
 
Duncombe, Stephen. Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank 

WorkingUSA 8.2 (2004): 249. 
 
Epstein, Jason. "Mystery in the Heartland." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. 

The New York Review of Books Oct. 7 (2004): 8-9. 
 
Francia, Peter L., and Jody Baumgartner. "Victim or Victor of the 'Culture War?' How Cultural Issues 

Affect Support for George W. Bush in Rural America." Rev. of What's the Matter with 
Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. The American Review of Politics 26 (2005): 349. 
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Garvey, John. "Culture Is Politics: Two Views of America. (of Several Minds)." Rev. of What's the 

Matter with Kansas?, by Frank Thomas, and On Paradise Drive, by David Brooks. 
Commonweal 131.18 (2004): 7-8. 

 
Gessen, Keith. "Winning Hearts, Losing Souls." Rev. of What's the Matter With Kansas?, by Thomas 

Frank. Dissent 51.4 (2004): 104-07. 
 
Gorton, Don. "How the Heartland Was Lost." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas 

Frank. The Gay & Lesbian Review Worldwide 12.2 (2005): 40. 
 
 
Kay, Jonathan. "Seeing Red." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Commentary 

118.4 (2004): 79-82. 
 
Kloby, Jerry. "Planning the Counterattack against Radical Conservatism." Rev. of What's the Matter 

with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank, and two other books. Critical Sociology 32.2-3 (2006): 525. 
 
---. "What Now, Democrats?" Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. U.S.News & 

World Report 137.7 (2004): 82. 
 
Lieven, Anatol. Rev. of What's the Matter with America?, by Thomas Frank. London Review of Books 

26.23 (2004): 7-9. 
 
Manzoor, Sarfraz "Our Critics Choose Their Books of the Year." Rev. of What's the Matter with 

America?, by Thomas Frank, and other titles. New Statesman 133.4716 (2004): 46. 
 
Mark, David. "A Son of Kansas Calls Home State Politically Misguided." Rev. of What's the Matter 

with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Campaigns & Elections 25.8 (2004): 45. 
 
Mead, Walter Russell. Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Foreign Affairs 83.6 

(2004): 151. 
 
---. "A Republican Proletariat." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?  by Thomas Frank. New Left 

Review.30 (2004): 37. 
 
Nadler, Richard. "Coup in the Heartland?" Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. 

National Review 56.12 (2004): 48. 
 
Nuechterlein, James. "What's Right with Kansas." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas 

Frank. First Things: A Monthly Journal of Religion and Public Life.151 (2005): 10-17. 
 
 
Panter, Nicole. "Surrender, Dorothy; Thomas Frank's Yellow Brick Road." Rev. of What's the Matter 

with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Missoula Independent ( 2004), 15 ed.: 41. 
 
Pountain, Dick. "The Peculiarities of Neo-Cons." Rev. of What's the Matter with America?, by 

Thomas Frank, and other books. Political Quarterly 76.2 (2005): 302. 
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Reich, Robert. "The Right-Wing Revolution." Rev. of What's the Matter with America?, by Thomas 

Frank, and The Right Nation: Why America is Different, by John Micklethwait and Adrian 
Wooldridge. New Statesman 133.4707 (2004): 70-73. 

 
Ronan, Marian. "American Christianity and the Re-Election of George W. Bush." Rev. of What's the 

Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank, and Don't Think of an Elephant: Know Your Values 
and Frame the Debate, by George Lakoff. Cross Currents 55.2 (2005): 276-81. 

 
Ross, Benjamin. "Democrats and Middle America: What's the Real Problem?" Rev. of What's the 

Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Dissent 53.1 (2006): 8. 
 
Rubin, Lillian B. "Why Don't They Listen to Us?" Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas 

Frank. Dissent 52.1 (2005): 79. 
 
Scialabba, George. "How the Other Half Votes." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas 

Frank. The Nation 278.23 (2004): 50. 
 
Stonecash, Jeffrey M. "Scaring the Democrats: What's the Matter with Thomas Frank's Argument?" 

Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Forum: A Journal of Applied 
Research in Contemporary Politics 3.3 (2005). 

 
Sullivan, Jim. Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Reviewer's Bookwatch.Nov. 

1 (2004). 
 
Taylor, Ihsan. "Paperback Row." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. The New 

York Times Book Review June 22 2005: 32(L). 
 
Walker, Jesse. "The Fever Swamps of Kansas: A Leftist Tries to Make Sense of Grassroots 

Conservatism." Rev. of What's the Matter with Kansas?  by Thomas Frank. Reason 36.10 
(2005): 59-64. 

 
Wiener, Jon. "Working-Class Republicans and 'False Consciousness'." Rev. of What's the Matter with 

Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Dissent 52.2 (2005): 55. 
 
Zeitchik, Steven, and Charlotte Abbott. "Election Puts Politics, Uncertainly, in Limelight." Rev. of 

What's the Matter With Kansas?, by Thomas Frank. Publishers Weekly 251.45 (2004): 8. 
 
Zizek, Slavoj. "Over the Rainbow: Slavoj Zizek on Populist Conservatism." Rev. of What's the Matter 

with America?, by Thomas Frank. London Review of Books 26.21 (2004): 20. 
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Boob Jubilee: The Cultural Politics of the New Economy (2003) 
(with David Mulcahey) 

 
Rev. of Boob Jubilee: The Cultural Politics of the New Economy, ed. by Thomas Frank and David 

Mulcahey. Kirkus Reviews 71.12 (2003): 844. 
 
Els, Frik. "Death of Salesman." Rev. of Boob Jubilee: The Cultural Politics of the New Economy, ed. 

by Thomas Frank and Dave Mulcahey. Finance Week Oct. 27 (2003): 82. 
 
Gold, Sarah F., Emily Chenoweth, and Jeff Zaleski. Rev. of Boob Jubilee: The Cultural Politics of the 

New Economy, ed. by Thomas Frank and Dave Mulcahey. Publishers Weekly 250.23 (2003): 
45. 

 
Whaley, Mary. Rev. of Boob Jubilee: the Cultural Politics of the New Economy, ed. by Thomas Frank 

and David Mulcahey. Booklist 99.22 (2003): 1936. 
 
 

One Market Under God: Extreme Capitalism, Market Populism, and 
the End of Economic Democracy (2000) 

 
Rev. of One Market under God, by Thomas Frank. The New Republic 223 (2000): 29. 
 
Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. Publishers Weekly 247.44 (2000): 58. 
 
"Good Business." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank, and two other books. Director 

55.11 (2002): 93. 
 
"HBR's Best Business Books of 2000." Rev. of One Market under God, by Thomas Frank, and nine 

other books. Harvard Business Review 78.6 (2000): 194. 
 
"Info Posse." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank, and two other books. Inc. 25.2 

(2003): 34. 
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"This Selfish Land." Rev. of One Market Under God,' by Thomas Frank. New Statesman 129.4512 
(2000): 5. 

 
"What Is This Thing Called Brand?" Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank, presents an 

excerpt from the book. Advertising Age 71.46 (2000): 48. 
 
Cardador, Joe M. "An All Consuming Century." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank, 

and An All Consuming Century, by Gary Gross. Journal of Business & Management 8.4 
(2002): 433. 

 
---. Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. WorkingUSA 5.1 (2001): 149-54. 
 
Fraser, Steve. "Street Smarts." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. Dissent 48.4 (2001): 

153-56. 
 
Gajewski, Joanna. "Bull Market." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. World Link 14.2 

(2001): 84. 
 
Galbraith, James K. "Market Myths." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank, and two 

other books. Washington Monthly 33.3 (2001): 49. 
 
King, Michael. Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. The American Prospect 11.26 

(2000): 40. 
 
Klein, Naomi. "Voting with Your Wallet." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. New 

Statesman 130.4523 (2001): 50. 
 
Landry, John T. Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. Harvard Business Review 78.5 

(2000): 182. 
 
McGuigan, Jim. "Critical Renewal?" Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank, and two other 

books. Sociology 37.3 (2003): 591. 
 
Mertes, Tom. "Baffler in Boomtown." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. New Left 

Review.7 (2001): 151. 
 
Peterson, Lorna. Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank, and Digital Capitalism: 

Networking the Global Market System, by Dan Schiller. Library Quarterly 72.2 (2002): 247. 
 
Schrage, Michael. "Inspired Spleen and Cool Disgust." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas 

Frank. Across the Board 38.1 (2001): 59. 
 
Walker, Rob. "Every Man a King." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. The New York 

Times Book Review Nov 19 2000: 81. 
 
Williams, Stephen. Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. African Business.266 (2001): 

49-50. 
 
Zipperer, John. "The Gildered Age." Rev. of One Market Under God, by Thomas Frank. Internet 

World 7.6 (2001): 12. 
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Commodify Your Dissent:  Salvos from The Baffler (1997) 
(with Matt Weiland) 

Bryan, P. Neil. "Biblio Tech: Writers on Writing; Manufacturing Dissent; an Interview with Author 
and Baffler Editor Thomas Frank." Rev. of Commodify Your Dissent: Salvos from The Baffler, ed. 
Thomas Frank and Matt Weiland. Columbus Alive (1998), 15 ed.: 14. 
 
Weisbard, Eric. "Hip Hype." Rev. of Commodify Your Dissent: Salvos from The Baffler, ed. Thomas 

Frank and Matt Weiland, and The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. The Village Voice 
42.48 (1997): 63. 

 
 

The Conquest of Cool: Business Culture, Counterculture, and the Rise 
of Hip Consumerism (1997) 

 
 

Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Long range planning 32.2 (1999): 287. 
 
Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Choice 35.April (1998): 1416. 
 
Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Commonweal 125.4 (1998): 26. 
 
Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. TLS. Times Literary Supplement  December 18 

1998 : 23. 
 
"Annotated Listing of New Books." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Journal of 

Economic Literature 36.2 (1998): 1061. 
 
"Recommended Reading." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank, and Apple, by Jim 

Carlton. Marketing Magazine 102.40 (1997): 54. 
 
Budman, Matthew. "Worth Noting." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank, and Street 

Trends: How Today's Alternative Youth Cultures Are Creating Tomorrow's Mainstream 
Markets, by Janine Lapiano-Misdom. Across the Board 35.1 (1998): 60. 
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Crawford, Alan Pell. "Advertising Revolution." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. 

American Enterprise 9.4 (1998): 82. 
 
Danesi, Marcel. "Marketing Cool " Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Semiotica 129.1-

4 (2000): 139. 
 
Goldman, Debra. "Finders Keepers." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank, and 

Commodify Your Dissent: Salvos from The Baffler, ed.  Thomas Frank and Matt Weiland. Los 
Angeles Times Nov. 30, (1997): 2. 

 
Hilton, Matthew. Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Business History 41.1 (1999): 161. 
 
Lannon, Judie. Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. International Journal of Advertising 

18.1 (1999): 121. 
 
Lavin, Maud. "Hyping Hip." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Print 52.4 (1998): 37. 
 
Leo, John. "The Selling of Rebellion." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. U.S.News & 

World Report 125.14 (1998): 18. 
 
McChesney, Robert W. "Book Reviews." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Journal of 

Communication 48.1 (1998): 133. 
 
Marzorati, Gerald. "Consumer Counterculture." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank, and 

Commodify Your Dissent: Salvos from The Baffler, ed. Thomas Frank and Matt Weiland. New 
York Times Book Review  (1997): 26. 

 
Palattella, John. "Foibles of Abundance." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by Thomas Frank. Dissent 

45.2 (1998): 109. 
 
Stuttaford, Genevieve, and Maria Simson. "Forecasts: Nonfiction." Rev. of The Conquest of Cool, by 

Thomas Frank. Publishers Weekly 244.41 (1997): 64. 
 
 
 
Selected Articles by Thomas Frank 
 
Frank, Thomas. "The Shadow Capitol: Descending into the Ninth Circle of Washington Hell." The 
New Republic Oct. 9 2006: 14(6).  
 
---. "Rendezvous with Oblivion." New York Times Sep 1 2006: A.17. 
 
---. "Defunders of Liberty." New York Times Aug 29 2006: A.19. 
 
---. "Thus Spake Zinsmeister." New York Times Aug 25 2006: A.21. 
 
---. "G.O.P. Corruption? Bring in the Conservatives." New York Times Aug 22 2006: A.19. 
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---. "What is K Street's Project?" New York Times Aug 19 2006: A.15. 
 
---. "A Distant Mirror." New York Times Aug 15 2006: A.19. 
 
---. "The Spoils of Victimhood." New York Times Aug 12 2006: A.15. 
 
---. "The Culture Crusade of Kansas." New York Times Aug 8 2006: A.17. 
 
---. "Taking Names: Anti-Liberalism in Theory and Practice." Harper's Magazine 312.1869 
      ( 2006) : 85-88.  
 
---. "Why WWI?" The American Prospect 17.1 (2006): 56(1). 
 
---. "The Presidents' Man." New York Times Book Review (2005): 18.  
 
---. "Lie Down for America: How the Republican Party Sows Ruin on the Great Plains." Harper's 
       Magazine 308.1847 (2004): 33-46. 
 
---. "Cette Amérique Qui Vote George W. Bush." Le Monde Diplomatique 51.599 (2004): 3.  
 
---. "After Hours." New Republic 231.17 (2004): 38-.   
 
---. "Bush, the Working Class Hero." New Statesman 133.4703 (2004): 14-7.  
 
---. "American Psyche." New York Times Book Review (2004): 21.  
 
---. "Why they Won." New York Times Nov 5 2004: A.31.  
 
---. "Red State America is Pitted Against itself." The Athens News Sep 7 2004: N/A. 
 
---. "How the Left Lost its Heart; Now, the Working Class Has no True Champion." Los Angeles 
      Times Jul 18 2004: M.1. 
 
---. "Failure is Not an Option, it's Mandatory." New York Times Jul 16 2004: A.21. 
 
---. "Get Rich Or Get Out: Attempted Robbery with a Loaded Federal Budget." Harper's Magazine 
       306.1837 (2003): 33-42. 
 
---. "The Rah-Rah Boys." Los Angeles Times Aug 18 2002: M.1. 
 
---. "The Trillion-Dollar Hustle: Hello Wall Street, Goodbye Social Security." Harper's Magazine 
        304.1820 (2002): 31-39. 
 
 ---. "Enron Aux Mille Et Une Escroqueries." Le Monde Diplomatique 49.575 (2002): 24. 
 
---. "Shocked, Shocked! Enronian Myths Exposed." The Nation 274.13 (2002): 17-21. 
 
---. "Totally Extreme Taliban." New York Times Dec 22 2001: A.33. 
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---. "The Homeland of Hip." Across the Board 38.1 (2001): 12. 
 
---. "Markets 'R' Us." New Statesman 130.4519 (2001): 21. 
 
---. "What is this Thing Called Brand?" Advertising Age 71.46 (2000): 48-52. 
 
---. "Mr. Cool." Advertising Age 71.46 (2000): 46. 
 
---. "Drear Abbie." Artforum International 39.1 (2000): 33-4. 
 
---. "The Dot-Com Station: Rebranding Britain with American Quackery." Harper's Magazine 
      300.1800 (2000): 76-81.  
 
---. "It's a Small World." New York Times Book Review (2000): 37. 
 
---. "The Rise of Market Populism: America's New Secular Religion." The Nation 271.13  
       (2000): 13-19-19.   
 
---. “It's Globalicious!”  Harper's Magazine 299.1793 (1999): 72-75. 
 
---. "Thomas Frank's Top Ten." Artforum International 36.April (1998): 24. 
 
---. "Half Empty." Artforum International 37.6 (1999): 27-8. 
 
---. "Crock Populi." Artforum International 37.10 (1999): 33-4.  
 
---. "Et Le "New York Times" Imagine Notre Avenir." Le Monde Diplomatique.544 (1999): 4.  
 
---. "Newseum, Le Musée Qui Enterre Le Journalisme." Le Monde Diplomatique.545 (1999): 10. 
 
---. "Brand You." Harper's Magazine 299.1790 (1999): 74. 
 
---. "Blasters of Deceit." Artforum International 37.1 (1998): 19-20.  
 
---. "Corporate Wretch." Artforum International 37.3 (1998): 27.  
 
---. "Naming the Struggle." Dissent 45.3 (1998): 101-103.  
 
---. "Pop Music in the Shadow of Irony (Variations on a Descending Theme)." Harper's Magazine   
      296.1774 (1998): 42-51.  
 
---. "Cette Impardonable Exception Francaise." Le Monde Diplomatique.529 (1998): 12.  
 
---. ""Titanic" Et La Lutte Des Classes." Le Monde Diplomatique.533 (1998): 21. 
 
---. "The Marriage of Hip and Square." Harper's Magazine 295 (1997): p32(5). 
 
 
---. "Back on the Bus." In These Times 21.16 (1997): 40+.   
 



 12

---. "Authenticity Crisis, Baby." The Nation 264.4 (1997): 10.   
 
---. "Liberation Marketing." The Nation 264.2 (1997): 10. 
       
---. The Western Historical Quarterly 20 (1989): 209-10.  
      
---. "The Leviathan with Tentacles of Steel: Railroads in the Minds of Kansas Populists." The Western 
      Historical Quarterly 20 (1989): 37-54.  
 


