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Forewordf o r e w o r d

Welcome to the UCI Libraries’ fall 2008 exhibit, Immigrant Lives in 
“The OC” and Beyond.  

The exhibit was inspired by research on immigration being conducted 
by leading UCI faculty who have established the campus as a national 
leader on the topic.   They are taking multi-disciplinary approaches to the 
study of immigration in its many aspects - legal, economic, social, cultural, 
political, personal - to understand these complex issues, and assist our 
communities.  I am delighted that we are able to highlight the important 
work taking place at UCI and showcase the Libraries’ research collections 
through this exhibit.  

We are honored to have frank d. bean, UCI Chancellor’s Professor of 
sociology and economics, and director of the Center for research on 
Immigration, Population and Public Policy as the featured speaker for our 
exhibit opening on november 18th.   In his talk, “Immigration: Its Past and 
future significance for the United states,” dr. bean shares his research 
on the nature and extent of integration among immigrants to the United 
states and illuminates their important role in our society.  

I hope you will find that “Immigrant Lives” enhances your understanding 
of how immigration has shaped our region and will influence its future, 
while offering you a greater appreciation of the diversity and depth of the 
immigrant experience.

on behalf of both the Partners of the UCI Libraries and the entire library 
staff, we welcome you to this exhibit and invite you to return to view others 
in the future.   Many of our exhibits are also available on the Libraries web 
site at www.lib.uci.edu. 

Gerald J. Munoff 
University Librarian 





In recent years orange County has become widely known via television 
and other media portrayals as “The oC,” promoting perceptions of a 
largely homogeneous and wealthy “white” populace.  In reality, our county 
has experienced dramatic demographic change in recent decades, largely 
due to the impact of immigrants from throughout the world. 

This exhibit depicts the lives of immigrants in our region, with a focus 
on orange County, from the late 19th century to the present. Topics 
include the legacy of an often turbulent past, the changing face of the 
population, the contemporary debate about immigration, and issues 
affecting immigrant workers. The exhibit also highlights immigrants’ own 
stories, the plight of the undocumented, public policy issues, and the 
role of gender in migration.  numerous books and papers written by UCI 
faculty authors are included.

according to the Public Policy Institute of California, the state’s immigrant 
population increased fivefold between 1970 and 2006, from 1.8 million to 
9.9 million, including those who were naturalized as U.s. citizens.  Today 
one in four Californians is an immigrant, a higher proportion than in any 
other state.   Most are from Latin america or asia.i   

The leading country of origin is Mexico, followed in rank order by the 
Philippines, China, vietnam, el salvador, Korea, India, Guatemala, Iran, 
Taiwan, Canada and the United Kingdom.  Immigrants are a majority of 
residents in santa ana and five other cities in the state.  In fact, according 
to UCI sociologist rubén G. rumbaut, who served on a U.s. national 
research Council Panel on hispanics, southern California has the largest 
concentration of immigrants anywhere in the world.

Thriving immigrant communities have developed throughout orange 
County despite the struggles these new residents have faced.  Little 
saigon and santa ana are well known as enclaves of vietnamese and 
Latinos, respectively.  Persian immigrants have settled in Irvine, as have 

i “Immigrants in California.” Just the Facts [Public Policy Institute of California] (June 2008).
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Chinese. Costa Mesa has attracted Japanese, while Koreans comprise 
a significant community in Garden Grove.  Many asia-based global 
enterprises have established their U.s. headquarters in orange County 
as well, further adding to its diversity, as the ethnic directories on display 
(Item 13) attest.

Immigrant Lives in “The OC” and Beyond was curated by daniel C. 
Tsang, social sciences data librarian and bibliographer for political 
science, economics, and asian american studies in the UCI Libraries 
since 1986.  he writes:  “I was born after World War II in the then-british 
colony of hong Kong to a hakka Chinese father and a Chiuchow Chinese 
american mother.  I left hong Kong in 1967 for California to attend 
the University of redlands (Item 1).  In moving to the United states, I 
migrated to a country I had previously visited just once during a short trip 
in 1957 that included an excursion to disneyland.”

Most materials on exhibit are from the collections of the Jack Langson 
Library.  some were generously loaned by the curator, others by UCI 
faculty authors.  Quotations are taken from material on exhibit and from 
works cited in the “further reading” section. 

History
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Historyh i s t o r y

The need for foreign labor led to the first wave of immigrants to the United 
states from China.  Chinese farm workers were hired by German settlers 
in anaheim who needed laborers to cultivate grapes on their vineyards in 
anaheim in the mid-19th Century. asian american studies scholar Patricia 
Lin notes that the Chinese were not only “expert grape growers and 
pickers, but they were used extensively in the construction of irrigation 
ditches, wine cellars, and casks.”ii  one hundred twenty-five Chinese would 
later work to extend the southern Pacific railroad line from Los angeles 
to anaheim in 1873 and to santa ana in 1877.   by the 1890s, after orange 
County broke off from Los angeles County (in 1888), anti-Chinese feelings 
were running high, and shacks belonging to Chinese celery workers were 
burned down, as was the building of the earl fruit Company.

In May 1906 santa ana city authorities ordered the fire department to 
burn down Chinatown on the pretext of eradicating disease (a Chinese 
man was suspected of suffering from leprosy) (Item 4). The neighborhood 
had been occupied by about 200 Chinese, who were evacuated before 
the fire.  Calling the fire a “holocaust,” the Los Angeles Times reported, 
in language reflective of the era, that the “burned-out chinks” would 
be compensated.iii   but in the end the city refused to pay the displaced 
residents more than trivial compensation.iv   

anti-immigrant groups organized around the state to “Keep California 
White” (Item 2). California began segregating schools: Chinese, 
Japanese and “Mongolian” children could not go to school with whites 

ii  Lin, Patricia. “Perspectives on the Chinese in nineteenth-Century orange County.” Journal 

of Orange County Studies 3/4 (fall, 1989/spring 1990), 28.

iii“Will Pay for its holocaust. santa ana Will Compensate burned-out Chinks.” Los Angeles 

Times, May 27, 1906, Iv, 12. 

iv“Chinaman heap no Likee. santa ana Citizens refuse to Pay Unreasonable demands, and 

orientals are squabbling.” Los Angeles Times, June 14, 1906, II, 11. 
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(Item 3).  despite the law’s focus on asians, Mexican children also 
were segregated.  This caused Gonzalo Mendez, the father in a mixed 
Mexican/Puerto rican family, and four other fathers, to file a civil rights 
lawsuit in federal court.  The resulting 1947 appellate court decision in 
Mendez v. Westminster (Items 5 and 6) found that the three Mendez 
children and other Mexican children could attend white schools, since 
the law did not directly apply.  The case preceded the landmark 1954 U.s. 
supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education—argued before 
the Court by Thurgood Marshall, later the first african american Justice 
of the supreme Court—that ended school segregation by law in the 
United states once and for all.  

during 1950s, an orange County Committee for Protection of the foreign 
born formed to defend the rights of the “santa ana four,” elderly Mexican 
immigrants who despite residing in the U.s. for decades, faced deportation.v  

1.  Tsang Kwong-Kau, photographer.
 daniel C. tsang boards his flight from Kai tak Airport, hong Kong, 

for California, July 21, 1967.  Loaned by daniel C. Tsang.

2. Keep California White: Re-Elect James D. Phelan, United States 
Senator. Circa 1920.

3.  henry yoshitaka Kiyama. 
 “A Crisis over Japanese school Children.” Published in: The Four 

Immigrants Manga: A Japanese Experience in San Francisco, 1904-
1924. berkeley, Calif.: stone bridge Press, 1999. originally published 
in 1931.

v Garcilazo, Jeffrey M.  “McCarthyism, Mexican americans , and the Los angeles Committee 

for Protection of the foreign-born, 1950-1954.”  Western Historical Quarterly 32/3 (autumn 

2001), 285. 

h i s t o r y
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4.  Jim sleeper. 
 “two tales of the dragon: the Night they Burned Chinatown.” 

Published in: Orange County Illustrated, vol. 8 no. 9, (1970).

5.  Michael Matsuda and sandra robbie. 
 Mendez vs. Westminster: For All the Children. The Story of an 

American Civil Rights Victory. yorba Linda: blue state Press, 2006.

6.  Mendez v. westminster commemorative stamps. 
 United states Postal service, issued 2007.
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Demographicsd e M o g r A p h i C s

The earliest european settlers in the territory that would become 
California were spaniards who had been granted land holdings by the 
King of spain.  Their descendents, known as Californios, settled in part 
in the area that became orange County, many of them marrying local 
native americans and Mexicans during the era when Mexico controlled 
the territory.

The 1890 U.s. census listed only 162 Chinese and no Japanese in 
the area. UCI sociologist John M. Liu has noted that this “definitely 
undercounts the true number of Chinese,” given the migratory nature 
of these workers at the time.  during the 1880s, “farmers from Tustin 
regularly went to Los angeles to hire Chinese, who stayed just for three 
or four months of the year” while other Chinese were more long-term. 
The Irvine ranch, Liu notes, “employed between 40-50 ‘Celestials’ prior 
to 1887” (China was then termed the “Celestial Kingdom”).vi  

Two decades later, the 1910 U.s. census showed 641 Japanese and 83 
Chinese in orange County.  This pattern of Japanese outnumbering 
Chinese continued until the 1980 U.s. census, when 21,841 Japanese 
were counted but only 14,575 Chinese.  The 1960 U.s. census counted 
747 filipinos, along with 444 Chinese and 3,890 Japanese.  The Mexican-
origin population also multiplied, especially in santa ana, where a 
second-generation newspaper, The Latin American, written primarily 
in english, reported on civil rights issues (Item 10).  after the fall of 
saigon in 1975, orange County quickly became the center of the global 
vietnamese diaspora; our county is now home to more vietnamese than 
anywhere else outside vietnam.

Today immigrants total about 915,000, almost a third of orange County’s 
population of three million.  Their diversity spans many nationalities, 
including Iranians, armenians, Koreans, Mexicans, Puerto ricans, Cubans, 
dominicans, filipinos, Cambodians, Laotians, hmong, bangladeshi, 

vi  Liu, John M. “a Centennial retrospective of the asian american Legacy in orange County.”  

Journal of Orange County Studies 3/4 (fall, 1989/spring 1990), 37-38.
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asian Indians, Indonesians, sri Lankans, Thai, Japanese, Chinese, and 
vietnamese, including many people of mixed heritage. “Whites” are now 
a minority (Item 16).

7.  Job description for irvine-Valencia growers salesperson. 
 In: Irvine valencia Growers Packing house records.  Ms-r114. box 43, 

folder 10. In english and spanish.

8.  edward Cochems, photographer.
 southern California field workers. Photograph in: edward W. 

Cochems Photographs. Ms-r16. 

9.  Nine Californio carte-de-visite photographs.
 Carte-de-visite photographs in: orange County Californio families 

portrait photograph album. Ms-r076. 

10.  Orange County Latin American. vol. 1 no. 20 (March 10, 1949).

11. douglas s. Massey, ed. 
 New Faces in New Places: The Changing Geography of American 

Immigration. new york: russell sage foundation, 2008.

12. “socioeconomic indicators: United states.”
 Published in: A Community of Contrasts: Asian Americans and Pacific 

Islanders in the United States: Demographic Profile. Washington, 
d.C.: asian american Justice Center, 2006.

13.  Business directories for immigrant and ethnic communities in 
orange County, ca. 19??-200?    

14.  daniel C. Tsang, photographer.
 UCi students protesting tiananmen square massacre, Main Library 

plaza, UC irvine, June 7, 1989. Loaned by daniel C. Tsang.

Demographics
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15.  Rainbow over the Pacific: Korean Centennial Pictorial Book of the 
North America. Los angeles, Ca: Christian herald Usa, Committee 
for the Korean Centennial Pictorial book of the north america, 2006.

16.  erin Carlyle and ronald Campbell. 
 “shift in power follows shift in demographics.” Published in:  

Orange County Register, (august 7, 2008).

Debate
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Debated e B At e

appeals for fair treatment and justice for the foreign born have coincided 
with waves of anti-immigrant backlash throughout american history.  
anti-semitic (Item 19) and white power tracts (Item 20) were prevalent 
beginning in the 1920s and continuing through World War II.  

The contemporary debate echoes the historical one, with political 
commentators inciting fear of a foreign “invasion” that would change 
the way things are in america, irrevocably and for the worse.  for 
example, Patrick J. buchanan warned as recently as 2006 about a “state 
of emergency” facing the U.s. from a “third world” invasion leading to 
a “conquest” of america (Item 22).  UCI anthropologist Leo r. Chavez 
counters this apocalyptic rhetoric with a deconstruction of the presumed 
“Latino threat” (Item 23).

Proposition 187, a 1994 ballot initiative (also known as “save our state”) 
that sought to deny social services, health care, and education to the 
undocumented, was passed by California voters.  It immediately became 
tied up in the courts, and eventually its most punitive provisions were 
thrown out.  In orange County, Costa Mesa soon became “ground zero” 
in the immigration debate as the city sought to police and apprehend 
undocumented aliens.  The plan proposed by Mayor allan Mansoor and 
endorsed by then-sheriff Mike Carona (Item 24) led to the city being 
ridiculed by critics such as Orange Coast Voice editor John earl as 
“Costa Migra” (Item 25)--a reference to la migra, the spanish-language 
colloquialism for immigration police.  on april 1, 2006, thousands 
of demonstrators converged on Costa Mesa to march in support of 
immigrants’ rights (Item 18). 

orange County-based anti-immigration groups sprang into action, 
including Jim Gilchrist’s Minutemen and barbara Coe’s California 
Coalition for Immigration reform.  facing them off were LULaC (League 
of United Latin american Citizens) (Item 17) and other civil rights 
organizations.  other orange County cities also became embroiled in at 
times raucous debates over immigration. a mobile service of the Mexican 
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consulate, which issues identity cards to Mexican nationals--a practice 
of many consulates--was driven out of the Capistrano school district in 
south orange County in early 2008 (Item 26). 
 
17. “Justicia y dignidad para todos los inmigrantes.” 
 Poster produced by the League of United Latin american Citizens 

(LULaC), 2006. Loaned by daniel C. Tsang.

18.  daniel C. Tsang, photographer.
 immigration rally, April 1, 2006, Costa Mesa, California.  Loaned by 

daniel C. Tsang.

19.  The Jew Refugee: Invasion of America Through Immigration and 
What to Do About It.  Circa 1943.

20.  h. W. evans. 
 The Attitude of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan Toward 

Immigration. United states: Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, circa 1920s.

21.  G. Palmer stacy, and Wayne Lutton. 
 The Immigration Time Bomb.  alexandria, va.: american Immigration 

Control foundation, 1985.

22.  Patrick J. buchanan. 
 State of Emergency: The Third World Invasion and Conquest of 

America. new york: Thomas dunne books/st. Martin’s Press, 2006.

23.  Leo r. Chavez. 
 The Latino Threat: Constructing Immigrants, Citizens, and the 

Nation. stanford, Calif.: stanford University Press, 2008.

d e B At e
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24.  “No Carona-Mansoor police-Migra plan: Citizens for Constitutional 
rights.” 

 Poster produced by hermandad Mexicana Latinoamericana, 2006. 
Loaned by daniel C. Tsang.

25.  John earl. 
 “welcome to Costa Migra: Minuteman Mayor & Local ‘gene purist’ 

Agree: No más la cucaracha.” Published in: The Orange County 
Voice, no. 1 (sept. 2006).

26.  daffodil J. altan. 
 “Mexican-free school  Zone.” Published in: OC Weekly, vol. 13 no. 

27 (March 7-13, 2008).
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Workw o r K

Long known as an agricultural center, orange County owes its prosperity 
not just to the well-to-do, but also to the sweat and toil of farmhands 
working the citrus fields in days past (Items 27 and 28).  Today, 
immigrant domestic workers (Items 37 and 38), janitors (Item 31), and 
groundskeepers (Item 36) labor often unseen and ignored as we go 
about our daily suburban routines. Throughout orange County history, 
many workers have organized for their rights (Item 34).

Indeed, a tumultuous 1936 citrus strike ended the myth of “contented 
Mexican labor,” according to UCI labor historian Gilbert Gonzalez, 
who called it one of the “most violently suppressed” labor disputes 
of the period (Item 32).  County sheriff Logan Jackson, himself a citrus 
rancher, ordered his deputies to “shoot to kill” strikers.  his order was 
emblazoned across the front page of the Santa Ana Register.vii  The strike 
involved almost 3,000 citrus pickers in orange County, with 400 arrested, 
most on flimsy charges, according to Gonzalez.

by World War II, citrus growers began to view contract labor recruited 
directly from outside the U.s. as more manageable.  from 1943 to 1964, 
thousands of such workers were brought to the United states, some 
70,000 of them arriving in orange County.  While Mexicans were the 
majority of these braceros (Item 29), the program also tapped filipinos, 
Jamaicans, and Japanese.  German PoWs also were made to work. at 
the U.s./Mexico border, long queues of braceros waited to find work; 
they were not selected until after being forced to strip naked, take group 
showers, and be fumigated with ddT for lice, according to Gonzalez.

Countywide, labor issues continue today.  at UCI a Worker-student 
alliance has focused on improving conditions for subcontracted food 
service and grounds workers. even labor issues based in florida have 
surfaced in Irvine, where Taco bell has its headquarters. In 2001 the 

vii “‘shoot to Kill,’ says sheriff. Gives orders after riot in orchards. 159 strikers, agitators 

Jailed after Concerted attacks, bloodshed.” Santa Ana Register, July 7, 1936, 1-2..
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Coalition of Immokalee Workers from florida began organizing a national 
“boycott Taco bell” campaign (Item 35); the organizers met with UCI 
students and were interviewed on a local radio show, “alternative news,” 
that I hosted on KUCI at the time.  after a long struggle, the coalition 
successfully reached a settlement in 2005 for a slight (penny a pound) pay 
increase for Taco bell’s subcontracted tomato pickers.

27.  Bracero balancing 50-pound crate of tomatoes on his head. 
 Photograph published in: California Annual Farm Labor Report, 1951. 

sacramento: state of California, farm Placement service.

28.  Mexican nationals in tomato harvest, Muri ranch on roberts island, 
san Joaquin Valley. 

 Photograph published in: California Annual Farm Labor Report, 1951. 
sacramento: state of California, farm Placement service.

29.  Braceros in dining hall.  
 reproduction of photograph, circa 19??.  Loaned by Gilbert f. 

Gonzalez.

30.  Cesar e. Chavez and bayard rustin. 
 “Right to Work” Laws: A Trap for America’s Minorities. “El derecho 

a trabajar”: Una trapa para los minorias EE.UU. new york, a. Philip 
randolph Institute, circa 1969.

31.  Justice for Janitors: Justicia! 
 Protest sign produced by service employees International Union 

(seIU) Local 1877, 2006. Loaned by daniel C. Tsang. 

32.  Gilbert G. Gonzalez. 
 Labor and Community: Mexican Citrus Worker Villages in a 

Southern California County, 1900-1950. Urbana: University of Illinois 
Press, 1994.
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33.  The Mexican American: A National Concern. 
 new york, n.y.: Common Council for american Unity, circa 1949.

34.  “orange County, workers and struggle.”
 Published in: Notes from Orange, no. 1. santa ana, Ca: socialist 

organizing Committee, 1977. 

35.  Let freedom ring … Boycott the Bell!  
 T-shirt produced by the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, 2001. 

Loaned by daniel C. Tsang. 

36.  Chris dea, photographer.
 UCi landscape workers. Published in: Jaded, no. 8 (2006).  
 Jaded is published by UCI’s asian Pacific student association.

37.  frank Cancian. 
 Orange County Housecleaners. albuquerque: University of new 

Mexico Press, 2006.

38.  frank Cancian, photographer.
 “Victoria rua going home after work.” Published in: Orange County 

Housecleaners, by frank Cancian. albuquerque: University of new 
Mexico Press, 2006.

Undocumented
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Undocumented 
t h e  U N d o C U M e N t e d

arrival in the U.s. without proper legal papers is not a recent 
phenomenon. because children born abroad to an american citizen 
parent can acquire U.s. citizenship, in the early part of the 20th Century 
many Chinese immigrants began claiming “paper” families.  This was 
possible because the 1906 san francisco earthquake destroyed more 
than just lives, livelihoods, and buildings; it also wiped out public records. 
historians now depict these people’s children as “paper sons” (Item 40).  
The subterfuge was devised because discriminatory laws, including the 
Chinese exclusion act of 1882, barred most Chinese and later Japanese 
from entry.  

The plight of undocumented farm workers was first portrayed to a 
national audience in Harvest of Shame, a 1960 Cbs television telecast.  In 
1977 director robert M. young made the film Alambrista (Item 39); the 
title refers to the term for “tightrope walker,” or wire-crosser, applied to 
those seeking to cross the international border between the U.s. and 
Mexico.

In the 1960s U.s. immigration law was further reformed, leading to a new 
influx of immigrants, especially from asia.  Many Mexicans also entered, 
sometimes illegally, in search of work to support their families back 
home. The 1988 Immigration reform and Control act provided a path to 
amnesty for undocumented aliens who were already in the United states, 
but mandated penalties for employers who hired them. 

an anti-immigrant backlash caused California voters in 1994 to pass 
Proposition 187, which would have denied public education, health 
care, and social services to the undocumented.  for months after the 
election it remained entangled in the courts; the harshest provisions 
ultimately were thrown out.  More recently many undocumented children 
who have overcome huge odds to attend schools or universities face a 
dilemma (Item 42): they cannot legally get a job after graduation.  recent 
UCI Ph.d graduate roberto G. Gonzales’ research (Item 43) has been 
used by public policy institutes in support of the proposed dreaM 
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(development, relief and education for alien Minors) act, which would 
enable these students eventually to obtain permanent U.s. residency.

39.  nicholas J. Cull and davíd Carrasco, editors. 
 Alambrista and the U.S.-Mexico Border: Film, Music, and Stories of 

Undocumented Immigrants. albuquerque: University of new Mexico 
Press, 2004. With dvd containing robert M. young’s 1977 film and Cd 
soundtrack.

40.  estelle T. Lau. 
 Paper Families: Identity, Immigration Administration, and Chinese 

Exclusion. durham: duke University Press, 2006.

41.  robert Warren. 
 “table 3.7 estimated Nonimmigrant overstays, by Area and selected 

Country of Citizenship: 1985-88.” Published in: Undocumented 
Migration to the United States: IRCA and the Experience of the 1980s. 
santa Monica, Ca: rand Corp.; Washington, d.C.: Urban Institute 
Press, 1990. volume edited by frank d. bean, et al.

42.  Gale holland. 
 “Undocumented students get degree of Anxiety.”  Published in: 

Los Angeles Times, (July 8, 2008).

43.  roberto G. Gonzales. 
 “wasted talent and Broken dreams: the Lost potential of 

Undocumented students.”  Published in: In Focus, vol. 5 no. 13 (2007).

44.  Justin akers Chacón and Mike davis. 
 No One is Illegal: Fighting Violence and State Repression on the 

U.S.-Mexico Border. Chicago, Ill.: haymarket books, 2006.

Policy
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Policyp o L i C y

UCI faculty members have been active in researching immigrant lives, 
not just in the United states, but also abroad.  In 2001 this led to the 
founding of the Center for research on Immigration, Population and 
Public Policy, headed by eminent sociologist frank d. bean. The Center 
brings together faculty and students to develop policy-relevant research 
on U.s. immigration.  Their work spans many disciplines, including 
sociology, anthropology, political science, Chicano/Latino studies, asian 
american studies, and criminology, law, and society. 

UCI researchers have also been active in conducting social science 
surveys of immigrants and their families, providing data-based studies 
aimed not only at scholars, but also policy makers.   Many such studies 
are archived at the Inter-university Consortium for Political and social 
research (ICPsr), of which UCI is a member. each study consists of 
documentation (codebook and data collection instruments) and the 
dataset.  ICPsr makes both data and documentation available for 
downloading to facilitate further “secondary” analysis.

The questionnaire for the study, “Immigration and Intergenerational 
Mobility in Metropolitan Los angeles, 2004” (Item 48), indicates 
the complexity of identity in such surveys. respondents of “other 
hispanic” origin (i.e., not Mexican) were asked if they were salvadoran, 
Guatemalan, honduran, nicaraguan, south american, spanish-american, 
Cuban, Puerto rican or “other.”  asian or Pacific Islander respondents 
were asked to indicate whether they were Chinese, Taiwanese, Korean/
south Korean, filipino, vietnamese, Japanese, asian Indian, Cambodian, 
hawaiian, Guamanian, samoan, Laotian/hmong, or “other.”

Topics of research interest span academic disciplines and have included 
immigrant families, political participation (Item 49), skilled labor (Item 46)  
and immigrants’ lives over time.  In its party platform, the Green Party of 
California has been among those offering a third-party policy perspective 
on immigration (Item 45). 
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45. “immigration.” 
 Published in: Green Party of California Policy Directions, 1996. 

sacramento, Calif.: Green Party of California, 1996.

46.  Jeanne batalova. 
 Skilled Immigrant and Native Workers in the United States: The 

Economic Competition Debate and Beyond. new york: Lfb scholarly 
Publishing, 2006. 

47.  alene h. Gelbard and Marion Carter. 
 “Mexican immigration and the U.s. population.” Published in:  

At the Crossroads: Mexican Migration and U.S. Policy. Lanham Md.: 
rowman & Littlefield, 1997. volume edited by frank d. bean and 
others.

48.  rubén G. rumbaut, et al. 
 Immigration and Intergenerational Mobility in Metropolitan Los 

Angeles (IIMMLA): Data Collection Instruments. ann arbor, Mich.: 
Inter-university Consortium for Political and social research, 2004.

49.  Louis desipio, et al. 
 Immigrant Politics at Home and Abroad: How Latino Immigrants 

Engage the Politics of Their Home Communities and the United 
States. Los angeles, Calif.: Tomás rivera Policy Institute, 2003.

50.  Claudia der-Martirosian. 
 Iranian Immigrants in Los Angeles: The Role of Networks and 

Economic Integration. new york: Lfb scholarly Publishing, 2008.
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Genderg e N d e r

The 1952 McCarran-Walter Immigration act was particularly problematic 
in how it applied to foreigners attracted to their own gender. The 
“red scare” era of the 1950s was a period of national insecurity about 
homosexuals, and Congress found a way to exclude “homosexuals and 
other sex perverts” under the provision banning entry of aliens “afflicted 
with psychopathic personality.”  on september, 15, 1975, while a 
graduate student at the University of Michigan, I asked Gerald ford, who 
was in ann arbor to kick off his presidential campaign, why gay people 
were excluded from the U.s.  he promised to have his aides “look into 
it.”

This anti-gay exclusion (Item 55) remained in effect for decades until 
the 1990 Immigration act removed the provision. non-citizen same-sex 
partners of U.s. citizens continue to be barred from entry, however, unlike 
unmarried heterosexual partners.  

Lionel Cantú, a UCI doctoral candidate in social relations, focused 
his research on gay exclusion, funded by the social science research 
Council’s sexuality fellowship Program and the ford foundation.  his 
1999 dissertation Border Crossings: Mexican Men and the Sexuality of 
Migration would later be revised as Queer Migrations: Sexuality, U.S. 
Citizenship, and Border Crossings (University of Minnesota Press, 2005) 
(Item 54).  It was published posthumously after his sudden death in 2002 
while he was a faculty member at UC santa Cruz.  a report issued jointly 
by human rights Watch and Immigration equality in 2006, titled Family, 
Unvalued: Discrimination, Denial, and the Fate of Binational Same-Sex 
Couples under U.S. Law (Item 51), credits Cantú for his “groundbreaking” 
research and former UCI sociologist nancy naples for continuing his 
legacy.

Women’s immigration is another vibrant research area, in a field where 
popular and academic attention often primarily focuses on immigrant 
men.  as sociologist Pierrette hondagneu-sotelo has pointed out, 
research on gender and immigration has moved from non-existent, to 
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studying women immigrants, to its current focus on viewing gendered 
social relations as part and parcel of immigrant lives.viii   studies like those 
on display seek to document and address the varied and gendered lives 
of immigrants (Items 52 and 53). 

51.  Family, Unvalued: Discrimination, Denial, and the Fate of Binational 
Same-Sex Couples Under U.S. Law. 

 new york: human rights Watch and Immigration equality, 2006.

52.  denise a. segura and Patricia Zavella, editors. 
 Women and Migration in the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands: A Reader. 

durham: duke University Press, 2007. 

53.  Jen’nan Ghazal read. 
 Culture, Class, and Work Among Arab-American Women. new york: 

Lfb scholarly Publishing, 2004. 

54.  eithne Luibhéid and Lionel Cantú, Jr., editors. 
 Queer Migrations: Sexuality, U.S. Citizenship, and Border Crossings. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005.

55.  “Let gays in. global protests, 26 september, 1981.” 
 Poster.  Loaned by daniel C. Tsang.

viii hondagneu-sotelo, Pierrette.  Gendering Migration: Not for ‘Feminists Only’—and Not 

Only in the Household. Princeton University Center for Migration and development Working 

Paper #05-02f (January 2005).
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S tories 
s t o r i e s

The diversity and depth of the immigrant experience are evident in the 
stories and memoirs recorded by those who have traversed oceans and 
borders to come to this country, as well as by their children.  

ranging in tone from humorous to self reflective, these works highlight 
the contemporary experience of the immigrant in an era of globalization, 
political and social complexity, and terrorism.

since 9/11 immigrants have faced increasing challenges, both in our 
nation and abroad (Item 59).  stereotypes, fears, myths and misinformation 
combine to form barriers among peoples.  Those of particular national, 
ethnic, or religious origins can become more easily targeted in a period of 
heightened tension, suspicion, and national insecurity.

yet this literature gives voice and identity to countless immigrants who 
have learned to survive--and thrive--by standing up, asserting their rights, 
building on community ties, and forming coalitions.  Their stories offer 
glimpses into the daily lives of the thousands of participants in ethnic 
diasporas in which homeland memories and the expression of hope in a 
better future play a crucial part.

56.  nahlah Musbah. 
 “Muslim women’s reflections on wearing Hijab.” Published in: 

Alkalima: A Newsmagazine Published by Muslim Students at UC 
Irvine, vol. 3 no. 1 (nov/dec 1999).

57.  Gustavo arellano. 
 ¡Ask a Mexican! new york: scribner, 2007.

58.  Lidia and denu Lusca. 
 “A Lot of people depend on Me.” Published in: Second Lives: The 

Contemporary Immigrant/Refugee Experience in Orange County: 
The Shaping of a Multi-Ethnic Community. valerie smith & Michael 
bigelow dixon, eds. Costa Mesa, Calif.: south Coast repertory, 1983.
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59.  nguyen, Tram. 
 We Are All Suspects Now. boston: beacon Press, 2005.

60.  sangeeta r. Gupta, editor. 
 Emerging Voices: South Asian American Women Redefine Self, 

Family, and Community. Walnut Creek, Calif.: altaMira Press, 1999. 
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